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77?e time specified by Maanikkav^rhakar had
expired, but the horses did not come. So the king sent a
messenger to Maanikkavachakar with a note enquiring
the reasons for the delay. Maanikkavaachakar did not
know what to do. He prayed unto the Lord indicating his
predicament The Lord told him to send a reply to the
king stating that the horses would come. The same night
the Lord appeared in Maanikkavaachakar's dream in the
form of the preceptor known to Maanikavaachakar and
asked him to return to Madurai immediately. The Lord
said He would follow with the required horses.
Maanikkavaachakar returned to Madurai and personally
reported to the king that the horses were following and
would arrive soon. He also went to the temple and
prayed unto Lord Somasundareswara, The Lord
reassured him that He was bringing the best horses,
Maanikkavachakar's relatives took him to task for what
he had done and told him that his actions would only
result in difficulties for all of them if the horses did not
arrive. Maanikkavaachakar however, said nothing to
them as he had, on account of his great good fortune in
having had' Lord Siva Himself as his Preceptor, divested
his mind of all mundane things and was only waiting for
deliverance from the world.

59. SOLD MAGIC         TO THE
PANDYAN KING

The horses didn't arrive and the king was en-
raged. He ordered that Maanikkavaachakar should be
chastised and the money entrusted to him should be got
back. A heavy atom was placed on his head and his feet